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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Within the EU-28, the Czech Republic (CR) is the 13th biggest importer of agrarian products 

(with 1.7% share), and there is no change in its position if the imports of EU countries are recounted 

according to their areas. As exporter, the CR is on the 14th position in order (with 1.5%), and it is 

shifted up on the 12nd position after recounting. The Czech share within the new EU members` trade 

was 15% on the import side and 12% on the export side.  

Agrarian exports in 2015 amounted to 202.1 billion CZK (i. e. 5.9% of total Czech export) and 

agrarian imports achieved 222.1 billion CZK (i. e. 5.2% of total Czech imports). The shares of agrarian 

products in total Czech exports and imports were above-average compared to previous five years. 

A financial value of year-to-year increase within the Czech agrarian foreign trade in 2015 was 

slightly higher on the import side, while a dynamics of the year-to-year increase was higher on the 

export side. Average annual pace of import growth from 2010 till 2015 was 8.8%, while exports rose 

by 12.1% yearly during the same period.  

Compared to 2014, deficit of the Czech agrarian foreign trade in 2015 changed only moderately, 

and amounted to 20.0 billion CZK. Coverage of imports by exports remained above 90% (this indicator 

reached three quarters in 2010). Ratio of balance deficit to exports came up to 10% (it was one third in 

2010).  

„Meat and offal“ and „fruit and nuts“ and „vegetables“ are commodity aggregates which 

contribute to agrarian trade balance deficit, while „cereals“, „tobacco and tobacco products“ and „live 

animals“ are aggregates which lower it.  

Tobacco products have been influencing the trade deficit increasingly. Passive balance of 

Czech agrarian foreign trade with “tobacco and tobacco products” not included in 2015 deteriorated by 

one tenth to 29.2 billion CZK year-to-year. 

Year-to-year changes in the Czech agrarian foreign trade are usually caused by several crucial 

commodities. In 2015, turnover was raised with “coffee”, “cigarettes”, “rapeseed oil”, and “chocolate 

and other cocoa products” (together by 25.4 billion CZK). These commodities were the items with the 

highest growth in both exports and imports (in different order). 

The most exported products from the CR1 in 2015 were „cigarettes“, “wheat”, „coffee“, “canola 

oil“, „chocolate and other cocoa preparations“, “products used in animal nutrition”, “milk and cream, not 

concentrated” (mainly raw milk), “other food preparations” (HS 2106), “beer”, “rapeseed”, “lemonades”, 

“live bovine animals”, “sugar confectionery, not containing cocoa”, “cheese and curd”, „sweet biscuits 

and waffles“, „sugar“, „bread, pastry, whether or not containing sugar“, „malt“, „other prepared or 

preserved meat, meat offal or blood“ (HS 1602), „barley“, „sausages and similar products“, „live 

poultry“, „rapeseed oilcakes“, “extracts and concentrates of coffee and preparations with a basis of 

these products”, and “milk and cream, concentrated”. 

The most imported products to the CR were „pig meat“, „coffee“, „chocolate and other cocoa 

preparations“, “cheese and curd”, other food preparations”, “products used in animal nutrition”, „meat 

and edible offal of the poultry“, „cigarettes“, „bread, pastry, whether or not containing sugar“, “canola 

oil”, “lemonades”, “wine”, “soya oil cake”, „spirits“, “citrus fruit”, “extracts and concentrates of coffee 

and preparations with a basis of these products”, “bananas”, “sweet biscuits and waffles”, “tomatoes”, 

„food preparations of flour, groats, starch or milk”, „bovine meat”, “fruit and nuts prepared or 
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  The most exported and imported products are defined by 4 till 8-digit HS and CN codes. 



preserved”, “sugar confectionery, not containing cocoa”, „unprocessed tobacco“, „sauces, mixed 

condiments and seasonings, ketchup”, and “fillet and other fish meat“. 

There is always a high share of unprocessed commodities and raw materials in the Czech 

exports. Trade with a range of products has got worse, nevertheless, there are positive trends in the 

Czech export, and products with higher added value are exported as well. Some of them are 

characterised with higher increase of exports than imports. 

In 2015, prices of some commodities (as milk and meat) decreased substantially, but price of 

other products (for example coffee and chocolate) increased largely. As a consequence, Czech 

agrarian exports and imports valued with prices of previous year increased almost to the similar 

degree as valued with current prices. Balance deficit in 2015 valued in prices of 2014 decreased year-

to-year, while valued in prices of 2015 stagnated. Lower prices of animal commodities contributed to 

a substantial decline of the share of animal products in total Czech agrarian trade, both exports and 

imports. 

Czech exports are more concentrated in comparison with imports, and it applies for both 

commodity and territorial structure. The list of the most substantial purchasers and suppliers of 

agrarian products from/to the CR is relatively stable. Nevertheless, in 2015, the Netherlands moved to 

the third position in the supplier order (after Germany and Poland) ahead of Slovakia. From 

Netherlands, the CR imports flowers, vegetables, meat, and range of food products. The main 

purchasers did not change; these are Slovakia (dominant destination for many products), Germany, 

and Poland.  

Exceptionally high year-to-year growth of passive balance in Czech agrarian trade with Poland 

was caused by increase of imports of “coffee”, “canola oil”, “cigarettes”, and “chocolate and other 

cocoa preparations”. 

 

 


